


 

 

                                   
Welcome to our first Coromandel Ramblers Junior Declaration in the first season of 
junior cricket for our club.    
 
We started the season with the intention of running a Milo In2CRICKET program for 5-10 year olds in the 
hope it would lead to juniors looking to continue their cricket in junior teams in future seasons. We have 
now nearly completed the program and with registrations of close to 75 kids, it has been a huge success for 
the club. I thank Ashley Bryant and Josh Haussen for their involvement in running these sessions, the 
senior players and parents who ran the drills, and to Geoff Jenner and Grant Jacobs for cooking a BBQ at 
the conclusion of each session. 
 
Also at the start of the season, I was approached by a junior parent who was looking to coach an Under 11’s 
cricket team and this allowed us to proceed with our first junior side. Unfortunately, the parent was unable to 
fulfil the coaching duties, but with a team already in formation, Ashley Bryant stepped in to take on 
coaching duties. For this we are most grateful to Ashley and thank him for his efforts. 
 
I would like to thank Justin Calderbank, Josh Haussen and Andrew Strunk for their involvement in 
junior trainings. Their assistance has been greatly appreciated by the club. 
 
I would also like to thank the sponsors of our junior cricket program. Andrew Strunk of Mortgage Choice 
came on board by subsidising our junior shirts that each Under 11 player wears on game day. Grant Jacobs 
of Jacobs Tyres & Mechanical provided meat for the BBQ at each of our Milo in2CRICKET sessions and 
Joff and Vanessa Medder of Bakers Delight at Blackwood provided the bread for these same BBQs. Please 
support their business where possible to ensure the ongoing support of our junior cricket program. 
 
Lastly, I thank the kids and parents for your support of our junior team and hope you have found the season 
to be a rewarding experience. As this was our first attempt at providing junior cricket, it has been a learning 
experience for all involved and we welcome your feedback. The junior program is important to our club and 
we hope the children will continue with their cricket in the future. 
 
We intend to expand our juniors by adding an Under 13’s team and perhaps an Under 15’s team next season.  
The Under 15’s side will eventually provide an environment where teenagers can make the step into senior 
cricket. It would be fantastic to see some of the boys playing senior cricket in years to come. 
 
With up to three junior teams and the Milo in2CRICKET program, it is the intention of the club to establish 
a junior committee next season. I would love to hear from anyone who would like to become involved in the 
juniors, whether that is on the committee, as a coach, or just general assistance. We will not turn down any 
help!  
 
I can be contacted at president@coromandelramblers.com.au or on 0414 694 324. 
 
Thanks again, 
 
Matt Smith 
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The 2009/10 season saw the Coromandel Valley Ramblers Cricket Club embark on a 
new path that hopefully, with bring with it a number of new players, faces and 
supporters of cricket from the local community. After a number of different 
approaches to ascertain and gather interest from the local community, it was decided 
to approach the inaugural junior season with small, baby steps. From this, interest was 
obtained to run a Milo in2CRICKET centre as well as an Under 11’s and Under 13’s team. All of these 
decisions were discussed and formalised in June, yet no programs or actual knowledge had yet been 
distributed throughout the local area. As a club, I think that we could safely say that it was going to be a 
massive mountain to climb with very little experience held by those involved. In essence, it would be like 
free-climbing Mount Everest (for those not knowing what free-climbing is, it is simply the process of 
climbing or ascending a mountain without ropes, guides etc.). 
 
Once the process was underway, the club needed support through a variety of channels, which I will thank 
shortly. Given that the original Junior Coordinator left their role in September, it gave me very little time to 
pick up the pieces. All I can say is that I have done the best that I could and I hope that this was enough for 
everyone to get something from the season. I will acknowledge that mistakes have been made, teething 
problems have appeared and not everything went smoothly. However, I hope that many of you could see 
over these issues and see the valuable outcomes of the season, being the improvement in the children who 
have participated and the development of other, social channels.  

 
This includes their skill set, their attitudes, the interaction between team mates and the ability to develop a 
new set of social skills to set them up for their long term future. Sure, there have been tears, tantrums, 
questions, answers, bruises and injuries, but this is something that, I hope, the kids can learn from. In the 
end, the ability to develop solutions to the challenges that they face throughout their lives should make them 
stronger and hence, outweighs the need to develop specific cricket skills at this young age. Hence, I am not 
too worried about the win-loss ratio, but more about their development on a number of levels. I am sorry for 
those who wished to have won more games, but given the results, I hope that it did at least show you all that 
everyone had a crack and improved in a number of different areas and this is reflected in the nature of results 
across the season. 

 
Without the support of the following individuals or organisations, then none of this would have happened. 
Initially, without the support of the South Australian Cricket Association, then it would have meant that a 
number of individuals would not be playing or participating today. Through my links and contacts there, it 
provided me with the opportunity to work with local schools, which helped in spreading the word amongst 
many children and parents at the early stage, along with the provision of the initial equipment at the first 
couple of practice sessions. Another thank you must go to the club committee for putting their trust into a 
couple of young guys who had only a minor amount of experience in running such programs. However, this 
support does not normally translate onto the on-field roles that many have undertaken. 
 
A big thank you goes out to Josh Haussen, who has taken on a role that is completely new to him. If 
nothing else, it has certainly transformed him into a more rounded individual as well as the ability to work 
with children, which is no mean feat for a young, 23 year old bloke who has limited experience in coaching 
and working with children on the whole. 
 
Another thank you must go out to Peter Millen, who has taken on all of the scoring responsibilities for the 
season. This is not an easy task to undertake each week, as it is a tough ask to keep focused for 40 overs 
each Sunday morning. This is in addition to the 70 overs Peter had undertaken on a Saturday with his other 
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son as well. I don’t know how you do it Pete, but you always have the right result and figures at the end of 
the day. 
 
Thanks to Andrew Strunk, who not only put an effort into managing the team each Sunday, he also put 
more than enough of his own dollars forward in supporting the club. It did certainly help in the initial 
purchase of the shirts, even if it was a last minute job to change logos and their positioning. I hope that this 
support has been returned in kind, both now and into the near future. It might not have repaid you in your 
own playing this season, but I hope you have certainly seen improvements in Harrison’s physical and mental 
approach to his cricket. 
 
To those who have helped out in cooking the BBQ’s, arranging photographers, running trainings when Josh 
and/or I am not available or those who have taken on roles when the regular people are not around, a big 
thank you must go to you. Without your support, then in all reality, nothing would have gone ahead. In the 
end, these people are the ones that make the team go round and make my life much, much easier. I would 
love to name you all, but the list of names cannot go on forever. 
 
Finally, to each participant, parent and their family, a great big thank you for supporting this inaugural 
season. Without your support and guidance, then there would have not been an inaugural season to begin 
with. While there have been problems, I hope that the solutions have met and dealt with them in an adequate 
fashion. Most of the decisions and approaches made have been done on-the-fly, but I hope that the overall 
outcome wasn’t affected by this. There will be a couple of changes going forward, but a review of the 
feedback provided will certainly enable the club to meet your needs. In the end, your user needs are the most 
important to understand and to be met by the club, as you are the ones who are putting your time, effort and 
finances into supporting developing programs like this one. 

 
Moving forward, whether I will be undertaking this role will again come up for discussion by everyone 
involved at the club. I am only too happy to share the reigns to those interested in working ‘behind the 
scenes’, as well as with the other roles that are needed to run these programs. Given that there will be 
another team next season; there will need to be more helpers, supporters and players to enable this next step. 
Therefore, this is where I need everyone to spread the word amongst your son’s friends and their parents as 
well as within the local community. Someone on the current committee, including myself, would be more 
than happy to provide you with any information, flyers, other advertising material that you so desire in order 
to help spread the word. All we need you to do is ask us and we shall deliver in the most efficient and 
appropriate manner. 
 
I ask for everyone to look at fostering, developing and talking to others about the opportunities present at the 
club and where this can take their cricketing lives forward. Without the valuable marketing that positive 
word-of-mouth advertising can have amongst the local community; then the club can only move forward in 
half-measures. Whilst the club will endeavour to undertake many other recruitment strategies, the best way 
that your child can continue to play is for you to speak to your parent’s groups or your child’s friends and 
raise the interest levels, even if it is in April or September. 

 
Overall, I hope that everyone came away with something from the recently completed Under 11 season. I 
hope that you all enjoyed, improved and notice changes amongst yourself, your parents, your children and 
the club volunteers. I have certainly noticed changes in everyone and I hope everyone has notice this as well. 
If you have, then I have completed my main responsibility to everyone. If not, then I do apologise and I 
hope to work with you on this further. However, as to what happens is decided by the playing and parent 
group. While I have enjoyed working with everyone, the final decision as to how you want the program run 
rests with you and the group that has been apart of the Under 11’s team at the Coromandel Valley Ramblers 
Cricket Club. 
 
Ashley ‘Happy’ Bryant 



 

 

 

                         
The first time I heard about the Coromandel Ramblers Cricket Club was a flyer home from school about an 
Under 11’s team. My son was quite interested, as he had always enjoyed backyard cricket and was a keen 
participant of Kanga Cricket at school. His friend Alasdair McFarlane was also very keen for me to 
register him and he kept asking me until I had done it. 
 
At the first practise, we were surprised to find they would be playing with a hard ball on a full length pitch. 
For a lot of the boys, this was a new experience and early on, there were a few hurt fingers, fat lips, 
occasional bruised legs, dropped catches and lots of wides and no balls. It was good to see through the 
season a growth in confidence and control with the ball to become a more capable team. Each week, Ashley 
would remind them we would have more chance if we bowled fewer extras and turned the possible catches 
into made catches. By the end of the season, there was certainly some better bowling to be seen and less 
dropped catches. 
 
The boys obviously found the club cricket a lot more challenging in the physical and mental sense when 
compared to backyard and Kanga Cricket games, which is where a lot of them had been participating 
previously. The realisation that once you were ‘out’, you were ‘out’ and done batting for the day resulted in 
a few tears, thrown helmets and bats (regrettably). Again, this improved as the boys learned that while they 
should try hard, it was okay if they got out, as they could still muck around with their team mates on the 
sidelines and enjoy the day. 
 
Along with the temperaments, skill levels also improved as the team learned the basics. I think I can still 
hear Ashley repeating each Sunday “If you try to cover drive on the stumps, you’re going to get bowled; if 
you hit in the air, you are going to get caught”. Once the batting improved, we suddenly found we had a 
problem with running between wickets. With another talk from Ashley on being awake and ready every ball 
and to talk better, this facet of the game also seemed to improve. 
 
Overall it was good to see a group of very friendly and active boys gain in confidence and skill to become a 
very capable and close team. 

 
Jane Evans, submitted on 25/02/2010. 
 
 

THE UNDER 11’s: A PARENT’S PERSPECTIVE 

Joel playing a mistimed pull shot. 

Damien preparing himself for the 
next ball. 



 

 

MILO in2CRICKET 
 
This year also brought about the introduction of the first ever Milo in2CRICKET program held by a 
community cricket club amongst the Mitcham Hills Area Schools. Initially, this program was envisaged to 
attract around 20 children each Friday night for a bit of fun, socialising and general cricket activities in a 
family friendly environment. However, as of the first night, there were 65 registered children participating in 
these clinics. Unfortunately, this meant the club was ill-prepared and did not have enough equipment for this 
scenario. So, we soldiered on with what we had without making any fuss of the situation into the clinics that 
we still run today. From this, our numbers are now between 70 and 75 children between the ages of four and 
nine years of age, which presents other problems. Given the strong interest though and a good return rate of 
about 40 to 60 children per session, it seems like that these clinics are certainly meeting the expectations of 
the wider community and those participating. It is the hope that every child has taken something away from 
this program, whether this is a cricket related or a life/social skill that they did not previously have or use. 
Only each individual would be award of this and hence, as a club, we cannot measure the enjoyment and 
inert skills that these children are picking up in this environment. 
 
For these clinics, Josh Haussen and Brad Oates have certainly taken the lion share of running them on a 
daily basis, for which is no mean feat. Given that both of these guys are under the age of 25 with no children 
of their own, it is quite a remarkable effort and dedication to take upon such a responsibility with a large 
number of (sometimes) quite rowdy children. However, they have developed their skills as well as their 
temperaments to work with these children in order to develop their basic cricketing and life skills. In 
addition, they have both completed the required coaching courses and are now qualified coaches in their 
own regard. Therefore, they can certainly guide both yourself and these Milo in2CRICKET participants 
about the finer points of cricket in an enjoyable environment. The club hopes that they have certainly learnt 
new techniques and skills throughout this year that they can transfer to other aspects of their lives, let alone 
within cricket. 
 
A big thank you also goes out to Grant Jacobs from Jacobs Tyres and Mechanical for supplying the meat 
for the BBQ each and every week. In addition, another thank you goes out to Joff and Vanessa Medder 
from Bakers Delight and Blackwood for supplying the bread for each week for these BBQ’s. Without their 
support, it would not have given the club the opportunity to purchase another complete kit and hence, 
limited the activities we could undertake each week. Thank you for your support guys and we hope that this 
can continue into the future as well. 
 
Finally, the club must thank the South Australian Cricket Association for allowing us to borrow some 
equipment whilst we ordered more to meet the demands of the number of participants. Given the many 
unknowns that this program presented at the start of the season, it did certainly surprise everyone with the 
level of interest shown within the local community. From this, they provided the support and direction, plus 
support equipment and personnel, to move the program from a bumbling mess into a reasonably well oiled 
machine. Thank you to the guys and girls who look after this program and we shall see how well it go when 
it begins again next season. 
 
If you would like a younger son or daughter to participate in the Milo in2CRICKET, then feel free to give a 
member of the committee a call or email and we will attempt to arrange something for you. 
 



 

 

SOCIAL EVENTS 
 
Throughout the year, a number of social events have been held throughout the club, many that were 
particularly aimed at those in the junior side. These events include special occasions, such as Ten Pin 
Bowling at Cross Road Bowl and Beach Cricket at Brighton Beach, as well as club organised events, such as 
the Double Wicket Day and Quiz Night. Throughout the year, a number of opportunities have presented 
itself for each junior to be involved in these events, from which some nice stories have emerged. 
 
At the Double Wicket day, the Under 11’s were represented by the Andrew Douglas, Peter and Mitchell 
Millen, Andrew Strunk, Justin Calderbank, Nat Elliott as well as Steve and Joel Pepper, with their 
families present for support. In addition, the McFarlane’s and James’ were in attendance to provide their 
support as well. Given the large number of families present, it produced results where the Under 11’s and 
their families could play with the ‘big boys’ in the senior sides. In the first round, Andrew Douglas and 
Peter Millen were knocked out by the Pepper’s in a reasonably convincing fashion, with all other 
participants except Andrew Strunk moving into the quarter finals. At this stage, a number of Under 11 
participants playing fell by the wayside, only leaving the Pepper’s, Nat and the Mitchell in the semi finals. 
Given that these participants played each other in the semi-final, it meant the Under 11’s side had a 
representative in the Grand Final. With this at stake, the semi-final was an entertaining affair, coming down 
to the last over of the final to decide the result. From this, Nat and Mitchell moved through to the grand 
final, with Joel and Steve Pepper finally succumbing to the long day of cricket that this day presents (Joel 
played in the morning as well). In the grand final, Nat and Mitchell made a competitive 14 runs, which was 
then matched exactly by the opposition team. In the rematch of the grand final, Mitchell and Nat were 
outplayed by the opposition, but had fun all of the way. Congratulations Mitchell and Nat for representing 
the junior side with passion, competitiveness and enjoyment and thank you to all the families who 
participated and attended this family fun day. 
 
At the Quiz Night, the Under 11’s were duly represented by the Riessen family. While the night was long, 
the ability, knowledge and staying power were certainly present within each family member, with the 
Riessen’s finishing in a credible 4th out of the 14 tables present. In the picture below, Zac seemed to be 
enjoying himself, even if it wasn’t quite on the topic at the time at the quiz night. A big thank you also goes 
to each parent who donated an item to the quiz night, as it cannot be run without the generous support of 
everyone at the club. The club would also like to thank Hendrik Riessen for his kind donation of services to 
the major landscaping project, which raised a total of $3,200 to the club. I am sure that Hendrik would be 
happy to work with any of you in regard to and landscaping project that you might have for your own home. 
 
Given that next season should include a larger number of junior participants, please look forward to a wider 
selection of social events that involves every junior in one way or another. If you would like to input your 
own ideas over this, then feel free to speak to someone at the club or involve yourself in the committee at the 
junior or senior levels and really have an impact on the decisions made that affect your son and your family. 
 

 

The Riessen family was hard at thought 
throughout the quiz night.
 

Mitchell Millen and Nat Elliot (both on 
left) fell to the eventual Double Wicket 
champions.
 



 

 

JUNIOR TROPHIES AND AWARDS 2009/10 
 
 

U/11’s BATTING AND BOWLING AGGREGATE 
TROPHY WINNER 

 

Joel Pepper is to be congratulated on winning both the batting and bowling 
aggregate trophy in the Under 11’s team for 2009/10. 
 
Joel scored an impressive 87 runs throughout the season, with a highest score of 
23 not out against Brighton (Black), which was also the last game of the season. 
Even more impressive was that Joel averaged a very respectable 87.00 across 
the season, only being dismissed by being bowled for three in his first innings. 
 
Joel also managed to win the bowling aggregate trophy with six wickets to his 
name. This was done across only the four matches, with two wickets taken on 
two separate occasions, including two for two in his first match. Joel’s average 
of fewer than ten runs conceded per wicket was the only junior player within the 
team with such an achievement. 
 

Congratulations Joel on a fine season, even if your coach gave you a sore and swollen hand at training! 
 

 

U/11’s FIELDING TROPHY WINNER 
 

Damien Spreitzer is to be congratulated for winning the fielding 
trophy in the Under 11’s team for 2009/10. 
 
Damien took two catches throughout the season, with one being a 
memorable catch on the boundary line against ICC Sharks in 
Round 8. In addition, Damien also ran out two batsmen with 
direct hits across the season, which is no mean feat by a player 
who is only 10 years old. A lot of senior cricketers could learn the 
techniques that Damien uses to throw down the stumps on regular 
occasions. 
 
Fielding is not all about taking wickets though, with Damien 
constantly voicing his opinion in the field. In addition, Damien 
also knew when it was the appropriate opportunity to talk, speak 
and maybe have a few words to the batsmen and when not to do 
this. Not only was this a rarity amongst his teammates, he also demonstrated to them the appropriate cricket 
behaviour on a number of occasions out in the field. Finally, Damien was also an individual who knew 
where he needed to be in the field (on most occasions) and hence, presented few opportunities for the coach 
to direct him where to go. This meant that Damien was always ready and in the correct position for each ball 
without often being distracted by other objects or people. Again, this was another rarity amongst his team 
mates, which shows Damien is certainly always thinking about his and the team’s position in the current 
cricket game. 
 
Congratulations Damien on winning this trophy for a number of fine efforts! 
 



 

 

U/11’s PARENT’S AWARD 
 

The inaugural winner of the Coromandel Valley Ramblers Cricket Club 
Parent’s Award is Alasdair McFarlane. Based on a system devised to maximise 
the potential votes for every individual, Alasdair was the inaugural winner by 
only a couple of votes. This award was based on a number of factors, such as 
improvements shown, temperament, attitudes and the overall spirit of the game 
showed by each individual. 
 
As an individual, Alasdair was certainly one of the most keen individual’s to 
play cricket, always turning up to training and games as early as possible to 
ensure the most amount of times for a hit. This ‘keenness’ has then translated 
across to his school cricket, where he is constantly informing everyone of how 
he went the day before, particularly concerning the number of fours and sixes 
he hit. The only problem with this was that Alasdair would not tell you once, 
but he would make sure he told you on multiple occasions! 

 
Alasdair, along with Zhari James, also represented the South Central Junior Cricket Association’s Under 
11’s team, where he performed admirably as the primary wicketkeeper for the last three games. The club 
hopes that this has taught him a few more lessons on the game of cricket as well as in life in general. 
 
Congratulations Alasdair for winning this award and the club hopes to see you out here next year. That way, 
we could take a better photo of you! 
 
 

U/11’s COACHES TROPHY 
 

For 2009/10, both coaches of the Under 11 team met towards the end of the season to discuss various issues 
regarding the team. Whilst both coaches’ agreed that everyone has shown many signs of improvement, 
enjoyment and a passion for the game, therefore we believe that everyone was a winner of this trophy. 
However, it proved much more challenging to narrow this down to a couple of players. After many 
discussions, both coaches then came down to a final four and then a couple of individuals who best met the 
criteria of what coaches are looking for in their players. 

 
Chris Buersch is an inaugural winner of the coaches’ trophy for a number of 
reasons. Not only did he show improvements in his game as well as a passion to 
keep playing, there were small differences between him and others that displayed 
the attributes linked to the coaches’ trophy. Not only was Chris one of the few 
players to help pack away and set up at trainings, he did this on his own accord on 
a number of occasions. In addition, Chris also brought a quiet, yet buoyant nature 
to the team and would be willing to help with a number of individuals with their 
game, let alone his own. Congratulations Chris and we hope to see you next 
season with the same attitude as you displayed this year. 
 
In addition, Patrick Douglas is also a recipient of the 
coaches’ trophy for 2009/10. When Patrick initially began 

his cricket at the club, he was a young boy who was scared of bowling, batting and in 
particular, facing his brother. By the end of the season, not only was he much more 
consistent with the bat, his improvement in his bowling and wicket-keeping was out 
of sight. However, it was his willingness to develop his skills and his attitude 
towards others during games and at trainings really became a standout. For such a 
young man, he certainly displays himself as a man beyond his years. Congratulations 
Patrick on winning this trophy and we hope to see the same approach to everything 
you do throughout next year. 



 

 

 

2009/10 UNDER 11’s SEASON REVIEW 
 
Round 1:  Glenelg District 5/137 (E. Millen 2/7) defeated Coromandel Ramblers 7/88 
 
Round 1 brought about many unknowns and just as many questions about where the Under 11’s junior team 
stood against the rest of the competition. With a shortened pre-season and an issue surrounding playing 
numbers, it was certainly a pleasure to see everyone playing their first game of the season, especially since it 
had been rescheduled to a home game rather than away. Given that the team was playing a district side, the 
team put up quite a good effort considering the circumstances. At the end of the first day, the team was 
certainly in a good position to perhaps win their first ever junior game. Unluckily, the circumstances did not 
prevail in the positive, with Glenelg District just getting over the line. On the positive note, Alasdair 
McFarlane certainly batted a long time in his two stints, ending up not out on seven as well as wicket-
keeping quite well in the first week, taking two catches. Ethan Millen did produce results with the ball, 
taking two wickets on the second day, which is a commendable effort. Overall, the team had good base to 
start upon for the rest of the season. 
 
Round 2: Brighton (Gold) 3/149 (C. Davy 2/9) defeated Coromandel Ramblers 7/104 (A.   
  McFarlane 15 ret.) 
 
Round two saw the team pass 100 runs for an innings for a first time, which is quite a big achievement for a 
relatively ‘raw’ junior side. However, Brighton (Gold) were simply too strong for the team across the entire 
game, with a good batting and bowling performance by them whilst delivering a reality check of where the 
side might sit amongst the other clubs. Good performances for the team were Alasdair McFarlane with 15 
retired not out and Patrick Douglas with five not out, both of which were across a couple of stints. On the 
bowling front, a consistent performance was shown by all, with Cole Davy taking the only wickets, with a 
return of two for nine. In a game that had plenty of sundries, particularly wides, it really did show that as a 
team, there were a number of improvements that had been made, but further refinement was still possible. 
 
Round 3: ICC Sharks 5/99 (Z. James 2/0) defeated Coromandel Ramblers 8/75 (O. Douglas 11  
  n.o.) 
 
In a game were both coaches’ agreed that it was the ‘battle of the wides’, it was refreshing to see that the 
team could match it with the batting of opposition sides, even if a few wickets were lost in the process. In 
what was a one-day match (the first week was cancelled due to it being 43oC), it was an entertaining day to 
see the young kids go out, have some fun and give it their all. Another great fielding performance by 
Damien Spreitzer did help keep the runs down, backed up by some very accurate bowling by most 
individuals. The pick of the bowlers was certainly Zhari James with the remarkable figures of two for zero 
from two overs. That it not something that is seen in a game everyday. However, after a poor start to the 
batting, the team was never able to recover, eventually succumbing by 20 odd runs. A highlight in the 
batting was Oliver Douglas and his power hitting at the end, making a solid 11 retired not out. 
 
Round 4: Brighton (Black) 5/129 (J. Pepper 2/2) defeated Coromandel Ramblers 4/89 
 
In what could only be described as an ‘off’ day, the first day of this contest effectively put the team out of 
the game. Whilst everyone certainly bowled well that day, the batsmen only made three runs off of the bat 
for the entire innings, with all other runs coming through sundries. This certainly put the team on the back 
foot for the rest of the match, for which there was never going to be a recovery. A solid effort with the ball 
by Luke Calderbank as well as Joel Pepper really helped keep the runs down on the second day and a bit 
of late hitting from Zhari James helped, but the deficit from the first day was never really going to be 
recovered. Overall, probably not the best game from a team point of view to highlight this year. 



 

 

Round 5: Sheidow Park 3/147 defeated Coromandel Ramblers 5/121 (J. Pepper 22 n.o., A.   
  McFarlane 15 ret.) 
 
A really solid performance to end off the year before Christmas, with the boys certainly putting in a brave 
effort to get so close to winning the match. In what could only be described as a miracle, Lachlan Burns as 
captain won the first toss for the Under 11’s team this season and on his birthday too! However, nothing had 
really changed, as Lachlan decided to bowl first anyway. Our bowling was quite good throughout the most 
part, with good performances by Oliver Douglas, Jack McAuliffe, Lachlan Burns and Joel Pepper. 
Unfortunately, the team actually outscored Sheidow Park with the runs made off of the bat, but the team 
provided them with too many sundries that enabled them to get up for the win. Joel Pepper and Alasdair 
McFarlane certainly provided plenty of entertainment, with the first six being hit by Alasdair in this game. 
A great knock by Luke Calderbank on the first day certainly helped push the run rate along, given that it 
was the first runs he had ever made in cricket game. At the conclusion of this match, a little scratch match 
was held between parents, kids and players, with everyone enjoying the Christmas break-up party. 
 
Round 6: Goodwood 1/134 defeated Coromandel Ramblers 58 (J. Pepper 16 n.o.) and 3/11 
 
In what could easily be described as the team’s most ordinary day of the year, there was certainly some 
positives to come from this game. After missing out on the first week due to a ‘heat enforced break’, the 
second week came around and as a collective, there was only nine confirmed players to start with as of the 
Thursday night, with a couple of ring-ins needed to help fill the side. After bowling first, the team was left 
with a mountain to climb chasing 135 for the victory. It could have been much less, but the team dropped a 
few catches and everyone’s head began to drop as a result. The same could be said with the batting, with 
only Christopher Buersch (three runs off of 10 overs) and Joel Pepper (16 not out) providing much of the 
resistance to their bowling attack. The same could be said for parts of the second innings, with Jacob 
Handke putting up a sterling display to last the entire six overs for one not out. Going away from this game 
into the first away game, there was certainly plenty of work to do to lift everyone’s spirits. 
 
Round 7: Unley 3/207 defeated Coromandel Ramblers 6/122 (A. McFarlane 30 ret., H. Strunk 16  
  ret., P. Douglas 14 n.o.) 
 
For the second time this season, we actually won the toss of the coin. Again though, Joel Pepper as the 
captain decided to give the opposition the first crack at batting, which was a reasonable decision given the 
circumstances. This game also presented a challenge before the game actually started. Being the first away 
game for the season, it presented a problem for some, with two players turning up behind time due to being 
slightly lost around the ‘new’ venue. There were really no standouts with the ball for this game, but it will be 
memorable for one, with Zhari James taking credit for ‘breaking a bail’ during the opposition’s innings. 
The team’s batting had certainly improved, with a great start provided on the first day, with not one 
individual actually losing their wicket. Unfortunately, in the pursuit of quick runs on the second day, it 
meant that the team lost its way slightly, with the situation not helped by another injury to a team member. A 
top performance by Alasdair McFarlane with 30 retired not out along with a good opening partnership 
between Harrison Strunk (16 retired not out) and Zhari James (10) and our number three, Patrick 
Douglas (14 not out) produced the great start, but no one was able to follow their lead unfortunately. For a 
game played on a small oval, there were some great shots, good balls and excellent fielding that would have 
won the team many games against other teams that the Under 11’s had already played. 
 

Left –  Peter Millen in his element as 
the scorer. 

 
Right - Patrick Douglas looking at the 

leaves on the edge of the pitch 
against the ICC Sharks. 



 

 

Round 8: ICC Sharks 8/139 (J. Pepper 2/3) defeated Coromandel Ramblers 7/136 (E. Millen 22  
  n.o., J. Pepper 17 ret., P. Douglas 14 n.o.) 
 
In what could only be described as a ‘heart-breaking’ loss that brought tears to at least one player’s eyes, the 
loss to ICC Sharks certainly brought the team together far more than any win ever does. If anything, it 
certainly galvanised the team to win the last game and finish the season off well. At the end of the first day, 
the team ended up with a reasonable lead, with some really good performances by many individuals. 
Damien Spreitzer took a magnificent catch on the boundary and Zak Riessen certainly improved 
throughout his stint as wicket-keeper to the toughest bowlers that the team possess. With Joel Pepper being 
injured at training, Alasdair McFarlane came in and bowled superbly for his three overs, along with 
Lachlan Burns and Damien Spreitzer opening the innings. On the second day, the team went in with the 
will and ambition to win, but a couple of dropped catches and fielding with only 10 players for the majority 
of the first hour certainly took its toll. Another good performance with the ball by Joel Pepper did help, but 
it was not quite enough in the end. Coming down to the last over requiring nine runs and then the last ball 
requiring a four, it certainly produced a finish reminiscent of a one-day international. With the bat, Ethan 
Millen and Patrick Douglas combined at the end to almost win the game, with 22 and 14 not out 
respectively. Joel Pepper also made his mark and with his hand healed, he came out and hit a solid 17 
retired not out. Unfortunately, the team did not quite get up in the end, but it certainly put the ‘fire in the 
belly’ to win the last game. 
 
Round 9: Coromandel Ramblers 8/167 (J. McAuliffe 30 ret., J. Pepper 23 n.o., E. Millen 17, A.  
  McFarlane 11) defeated Brighton (Black) 3/156 
 
In what could only be described as a situation where all of the stars were aligned, Harrison Strunk won the 
toss and decided to bat first. This paid immediate dividends, with Ethan Millen and Jack McAuliffe 
opening the innings in blazing fashion. Ethan Millen made 17 before being caught at the end of the fourth 
over and the team had made over 30 runs at this stage, with a run rate of over 7.5 at the time. After this, Joel 
Pepper came in and along with Jack McAuliffe, made the two highest scores for the innings, being 23 not 
out and 30 retired not out respectively. Unfortunately, the innings hit a hurdle for the team once these two 
retired, with the end of the day finishing at just under 90 runs for the loss of seven wickets. To conclude the 
first day, the team went out to bowl in a different structure than usual, with the result being that the 
opposition were held to 65 or so, but only with the loss of the one wicket. With a solid lead, Daniel Elliott 
and Christopher Buersch steadied the innings before starting to move it forward, then Damien Spreitzer 
and Alasdair McFarlane put it into warp speed. Both of these guys made seven retired not out and 11 
respectively. In the end, Jack McAuliffe and Joel Pepper finished it off well and the team had a total to 
defend. With an enthusiastic attitude held by many, the fielding and bowling went along at a good rate, but 
the team could not buy a wicket. Towards the end of the innings this presented concerns to all and sundry, 
but in the end, there were enough runs made by the Under 11’s team to secure their first win and imprint 
their name into the Coromandel Valley Ramblers Cricket Club’s history book. It was a great performance by 
everyone and a game that each team member, whether they were playing or watching, can remember for a 
number of years to come. 
 

Oliver Douglas and Lachlan Burns adding up and 
checking that the scores were correct and hence, 
ensuring that is was a satisfying win against 
Brighton (Black). 



 

 

TEAM PHOTO 
 



 

 

 

PLAYER PROFILES 
 
 
Name:   Damien Spreitzer  Age:   10 years old 
 
Batting:  Right Hand   Bowling:  Pace 
 
Your season’s most memorable moment?  When I took my first wicket 

     when I was bowling. 
Where do you prefer to field?   Wicket-keeper. 
 
 
 

 
 
Name:   Alsadair McFarlane  Age:   11 years old 
 
Batting:  Left Hand   Bowling:  Spin/Pace 
 
Your season’s most memorable moment? When I made 30 not out against 
      Unley. 
Who do you believe was the most  
valuable player in the team?   Joel Pepper. 
What is your favourite music band  
or radio station?    The Last Goodnight. 
 
 

 
Name:   Christopher Buersch  Age:   10 years old 
 
Batting:  Right Hand   Bowling:  Pace 
 
Your season’s most memorable moment? The first wicket I took. 
Who do you think has spilt the most sauce 
on themselves at the BBQ's this season? Zak Riessen. 
What is your favourite television show? The Simpsons. 
 
 

 
 
Name:   Cole Davy   Age:   8 years old 
 
Batting:  Right Hand   Bowling:  Pace 
 
Your season’s most memorable moment? The first wicket that I took. 
Who, within the team, is the funniest? Ethan Millen. 
What is your favourite food?   Any form of takeaway food. 



 

 

 

PLAYER PROFILES 
 
 
Name:   Daniel Elliott   Age:   10 years old 
 
Batting:  Left Hand   Bowling:  Spin 
 
Your season’s most memorable moment? When I captained a side in the scratch 

     match. 
Who is your favourite cricketer?  Shane Watson. 
What is your favourite subject at school? Physical Education 
 
 

 
 
Name:   Jack McAuliffe  Age:   10 years old 
 
Batting:  Right Hand   Bowling:  Spin/Pace 
 
Your season’s most memorable moment? When I took a wicket through a caught 
      and bowled. 
Where do you prefer to bowl?  Towards the end of an innings. 
What country do you want to visit  
when you are older?    India. 
 
 
 

 
Name:   Ethan Millen   Age:   9 years old 
 
Batting:  Right Hand   Bowling:  Spin 
 
Your season’s most memorable moment? When I hit a six. 
Where do you prefer to bat?   As an opener. 
What is your favourite book?   I do not have one. 
 
 

 
 
 
Name:   Harrison Strunk  Age:   9 years old 
 
Batting:  Right Hand   Bowling:  Spin 
 
Your season’s most memorable moment? When I hit a six. 
What is your favourite brand of cricket 
equipment?     Gunn and Moore. 
What is your favourite game  
(computer, board or other)?   Splinter Cell. 



 

 

 

PLAYER PROFILES 
 
 
Name:   Luke Calderbank  Age:   9 years old 
 
Batting:  Right Hand   Bowling:  Pace 
 
Your season’s most memorable moment? When I took my first wicket. 
Who, within the team, do you think is  
most likely to play for Australia one day? Oliver Douglas. 
Which hero or villain would you want  
to save or destroy the world with?  None, as I would prefer to do it myself! 

 
 
 
Name:   Jacob Handke   Age:   10 years old 
 
Batting:  Left Hand   Bowling:  Pace 
 
Your season’s most memorable moment? When I almost bowled someone 
      against the ICC Sharks, but it 
      bounced twice. 
Who are you the most scared of when  
batting or bowling at training?  Oliver Douglas. 
What is your favourite fruit or vegetable? Apples and Capsicums. 
 
 

 
Name:   Joel Pepper   Age:   11 years old 
 
Batting:  Right Hand   Bowling:  Pace 
 
Your season’s most memorable moment? When I scored the most runs in a  

     game. 
Do you prefer to have your parent’s 
watch you play or not?   Yes, I prefer them watching. 
What do you prefer: summer,  
autumn, winter or spring?   Spring. 
 

 
 
Name:   Lachlan Burns   Age:   10 years old 
 
Batting:  Right Hand   Bowling:  Pace 
 
Your season’s most memorable moment? Getting out for a duck. 
Who, within the team, has improved the 
most since the start of the season?  Damien Spreitzer. 
What is your favourite movie?  Avatar. 



 

 

 

PLAYER PROFILES 
 
 
Name:   Oliver Douglas  Age:   9 years old 
 
Batting:  Right Hand   Bowling:  Pace 
 
Your season’s most memorable moment? When I took my only wicket. 
What do you prefer to do: bat, bowl,  
field or wicket-keep?    I prefer to bowl. 
What is your favourite toy (if any)?  None, as I like them all! 
 

 
 
 
Name:   Patrick Douglas  Age:   7 years old 
 
Batting:  Right Hand   Bowling:  Pace/Spin 
 
Your season’s most memorable moment? Taking a catch when I was wicket- 
      keeping. 
Who, from within the team, is a new friend 
from this season?    Lachlan Burns and Daniel Elliott. 
What do you want to be when you are an  
adult?      I do not know. 
 
 

 
Name:   Zak Riessen   Age:   9 years old 
 
Batting:  Right Hand   Bowling:  Spin/Pace 
 
Your season’s most memorable moment? Hitting some fours. 
Where do you prefer to play, at  
Hawthorndene Oval (home) 
or elsewhere (away)?    At Hawthorndene Oval. 
Which team do you follow in the football? Port Adelaide Power. 
 
 

 
 
Name:   Zharius James   Age:   10 years old 
 
Batting:  Right Hand   Bowling:  Pace 
 
Your season’s most memorable moment? When I broke the bail when I bowled 
      someone at Unley. 
Who in the team talks the most?  Ethan Millen or myself. 
What is your dream car?   An Audi R8. 



 

 

BEST PERFORMANCES 2009/10 
 

BATTING 
BATSMAN ROUND OPPOSITION RUNS 

J. McAULIFFE 9 BRIGHTON (BLACK) 30* 
A. McFARLANE 7 UNLEY 30* 
J. PEPPER 9 BRIGHTON (BLACK) 23* 
E. MILLEN 8 ICC SHARKS 22* 
J. PEPPER 5 SHEIDOW PARK 22* 
J. PEPPER 8 ICC SHARKS 17* 
E. MILLEN 9 BRIGHTON (BLACK) 17 
H. STRUNK 7 UNLEY 16* 
J. PEPPER 6 GOODWOOD 16* 
A. McFARLANE 5 SHEIDOW PARK 15* 
A. McFARLANE 2 BRIGHTON (GOLD) 15* 
P. DOUGLAS 8 ICC SHARKS 14* 
P. DOUGLAS 7 UNLEY 14* 
O. DOUGLAS 3 ICC SHARKS 11* 
A. McFARLANE 9 BRIGHTON (BLACK) 11 
Z. JAMES 7 UNLEY 10 
    

* - Not Out or Retired 
    

BOWLING 
BOWLER ROUND OPPOSITION FIGURES 

Z. JAMES 3 ICC SHARKS 2/0 
J. PEPPER 8 ICC SHARKS 2/3 
J. PEPPER 4 BRIGHTON (BLACK) 2/4 
E. MILLEN 1 GLENELG DISTRICT 2/7 
C. DAVY 2 BRIGHTON (GOLD) 2/9 

 

GAMES PLAYED 
 

  NAME GAMES 
1 A. McFARLANE 9 
2 E. MILLEN 8 
3 H. STRUNK 8 
4 J. McAULIFFE 8 
5 C. BUERSCH 7 
6 D. ELLIOTT 7 
7 D. SPREITZER 7 
8 J. HANDKE 7 
9 J. PEPPER 7 

10 L. BURNS 7 
11 L. CALDERBANK 7 
12 P. DOUGLAS 7 
13 Z. JAMES 7 
14 C. DAVY 6 
15 O. DOUGLAS 5 
16 Z. RIESSEN 4 
17 A. BUERSCH 1 



 

 

BATTING AGGREGATE 
 

  NAME RUNS HIGHEST SCORE AVERAGE 
1 J. PEPPER 87 23* 87.00 
2 A. McFARLANE 84 30* 21.00 
3 E. MILLEN 64 22* 16.00 
4 J. McAULIFFE 50 30* 10.00 
5 P. DOUGLAS 39 14* 13.00 
6 Z. JAMES 31 10 5.17 
7 O. DOUGLAS 29 11* 14.50 
8 H. STRUNK 26 16* 6.50 
9 C. BUERSCH 17 7* 5.67 

10 D. SPREITZER 15 7* 2.50 
11 L. CALDERBANK 13 9* 2.60 
12 D. ELLIOTT 9 4 1.80 
13 C. DAVY 6 3* 2.00 
14 J. HANDKE 6 2* 1.50 
15 L. BURNS 6 3 1.20 
16 Z. RIESSEN 2 1 0.50 
17 A. BUERSCH 0 0 0.00 

 

BOWLING AGGREGATE 
 

  NAME WICKETS BEST BOWLING AVERAGE 
1 J. PEPPER 6 2/2 8.67 
2 Z. JAMES 5 2/0 12.20 
3 C. DAVY 4 2/9 16.00 
4 E. MILLEN 3 2/7 31.33 
5 A. McFARLANE 2 1/4 24.00 
6 P. DOUGLAS 2 1/8 31.00 
7 J. McAULIFFE 2 1/9 41.50 
8 H. STRUNK 2 1/7 48.00 
9 O. DOUGLAS 1 1/3 43.00 

10 D. SPREITZER 1 1/8 51.00 
11 L. BURNS 1 1/13 81.00 
12 C. BUERSCH 1 1/5 111.00 
13 L. CALDERBANK 1 1/14 123.00 
14 D. ELLIOTT - 0/4 - 
15 A. BUERSCH - 0/11 - 
16 Z. RIESSEN - 0/11 - 
17 J. HANDKE - 0/13 - 

 



 

 

FIELDING AGGREGATE 
 

  NAME CATCHES RUN OUTS STUMPINGS 
1 A. McFARLANE 4 - - 
2 D. SPREITZER 2 2 - 
3 E. MILLEN 2 - - 
4 Z. JAMES 1 1 - 
5 C. DAVY 1 1 - 
6 P. DOUGLAS 1 - - 
7 J. McAULIFFE 1 - - 
8 O. DOUGLAS 1 - - 
9 L. BURNS 1 - - 

10 C. BUERSCH 1 - - 
11 J. HANDKE 1 - - 
12 D. ELLIOTT - 1 - 
13 J. PEPPER - - - 
14 H. STRUNK - - - 
15 L. CALDERBANK - - - 
16 A. BUERSCH - - - 
17 Z. RIESSEN - - - 

U/11’s COACHES TROPHY 
 

SEASON NAME 
2009/10 Christopher Buersch and Patrick James 

 

U/11’s PARENT’S AWARD 
 

SEASON NAME 
2009/10 Alasdair McFarlane 

 

U/11’s FIELDING TROPHY 
 

SEASON NAME 
2009/10 Damien Spreitzer 

 

U/11’s AGGREGATE TROPHY WINNERS 
 

 BATTING 
 

 BOWLING 

SEASON NAME RUNS AVE  NAME WICKETS AVE 
2009/10 Joel Pepper 87 87.00  Joel Pepper 6 8.67 

 



 

 

HONOUR ROLL 
 
 

 
 

 
PRESIDENT  2009/10 COMMITTEE 
Matthew Smith  Matthew Smith 

   Damian Allen 
TREASURER  Ashley Bryant 
Damian Allen  Glen Rosie 

   Jarrad Benson 
SECRETARY  Justin Calderbank 
Ashley Bryant    

   2009/10 JUNIOR HELPERS 
JUNIOR COORDINATOR  Josh Haussen 

Ashley Bryant  Brad Oates 
   Peter Millen 

CLUB PATRON  Andrew Strunk 
Peter Hough   

 
 

 
 
 

Thank you to all individuals who contributed to this publication. 
 

The club hopes everyone enjoyed the 2009/2010 season and will be back for the 2010/2011 season. 
 
 

Publication created by Ashley Bryant, with credits to the layout going to Matt Smith and Meredith Jenner. 
Publication edited by Ashley Bryant and Matt Smith.  
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